
 

 

NORTH DOWN & ARDS U3A 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019/20 

HELD ON THURSDAY 25 MARCH 2021 

BY ZOOM 

 

Welcome 

The Chair, Adam Harbinson, welcomed everyone to the 23rd Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) of North Down & Ards U3A.  Unfortunately, because of government 

restrictions, the 2019/20 AGM planned for April 2020 had been adjourned; had, 

therefore, been considered inquorate and had been rescheduled for 25 March, using 

Zoom. The Report and Accounts had been published on the website. Members had 

been invited to table questions by 18 March to be addressed at the AGM.  While no 

questions had been received, the Chair indicated that he would be happy to take any 

questions and respond within 10 to 14 working days.  

The Chair formally recorded both his personal thanks to members of the Executive 

Committee for all their hard work and the Committee’s thanks to the army of 

volunteers for their outstanding support during the pandemic. He referred to groups 

currently taking place via Zoom, including Simple Soups, Wine and Food Matching, 

Books in Translation, Music Appreciation, Ukulele/Ukulele Beginners, Brainwaves, 

Bird Watching, Travels from my Sofa, and British Sign Language and Fun with 

Photography.  These would allow the movement to hit the ground running once face-

to-face activities were able to resume.  

The Chair explained that members would shortly be contacted about renewing 

membership.  Membership Fees would not be changed and represented exceptional 

value for money at 28p per week. The membership fee covered five Third Age 

Matters magazines annually; members’ capitation fees paid to U3A Head Office; 

Beacon; insurance, office accommodation, postage etc.  The Chair concluded his 

introduction by reminding members of the movement’s motto: Live, Learn, Laugh! 



 

 

Following the Chair’s introduction, members enjoyed an entertaining and informative 

conversation between the Chair and Liam Logan, a self-proclaimed enthusiast for 

Ulster Scots. 

In drawing the 2019/20 AGM to a close, the Business Secretary, Anne McKenna, 

thanked Adam and Liam for sharing their thoughts and enthusiasm for Ulster Scots.  

Anne advised that the AGM for 2020/21 would take place on Thursday 27 May at 

2.00pm, again through Zoom given government guidance.  In line with the 

movement’s constitution, its Report and accounts would be published on the 

website.  Turning to EC membership, Anne noted that some members’ terms, 

including the Chair’s, were coming to an end and she encouraged members to put 

themselves forward for election to the EC – information about the 2020/21 AGM 

would issue shortly. 

Turning to the renewal of membership fees, Anne explained that, in response to 

members’ requests, payment could now be made electronically.  Payments by 

cheque and cash would still be acceptable but depended on the EC having access to 

its office in the North Down Community Resource Centre – electronic payment was, 

therefore, the preferred option. Irrespective of the method of payment, members 

were asked to ensure that they had clearly identifies themselves, including their full 

name and U3A membership number. 

The Business Secretary asked if there were any questions.  There were none.  The 

Business Secretary declared the 2019/20 AGM closed. 

 

 


